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The ocean is full of garbage. Most garbage comes from land. How 

does garbage get into the ocean? Wind blows litter there. Rivers 

also carry trash to the ocean.

The garbage collects in gyres. A gyre is a place where water moves 

in a circle. The garbage cannot escape the gyre. It builds up. When 

that happens, it is called a "garbage patch."

Fish and birds eat the garbage. Eating the garbage makes them 

sick. Ocean garbage is bad for animals and Earth.
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Garbage in the Ocean - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. How does most garbage end up in the ocean?

A. The wind and rivers carry garbage from land to the 
ocean.

B. Garbage trucks dump trash in the ocean.

C. Animals carry garbage to the ocean.

2. The text explains that the ocean is full of garbage. Why 

is it a problem that the ocean is full of garbage?

A. Garbage in the ocean is bad for bugs and plants.

B. Garbage in the ocean is bad for the weather.

C. Garbage in the ocean is bad for animals and Earth.

3. What part of the text tells us why ocean garbage is not 

healthy for animals?

A. The garbage makes them sick.

B. Wind blows litter there.

C. The garbage collects in gyres.
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Garbage in the Ocean - Comprehension Questions

4. What is the main lesson in "Garbage in the Ocean"?

A. Garbage in the ocean is bad.

B. Fish and birds like to eat garbage.

C. Garbage cannot escape a gyre.

5. How does water move in a gyre?

Water in a gyre moves in 

6. What did you learn from "Garbage in the Ocean"?

7. Class Discussion Question: Fish live below ocean 

water, but birds live above it.  Both fish and birds eat the 

garbage in the ocean, though.  What does this information 

tell us about where garbage is in the ocean?

8. Draw a garbage patch.
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